According to MLA style, you must have a Works Cited page at the end of your research paper. All
entries in the Works Cited page must correspond to the works cited in your main text.

Basic rules







Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should
have the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your
paper.
Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in quotation
marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page.
Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries.
Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations by 0.5 inches to create a hanging indent.
List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article that
appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page as 225250. Note that MLA style uses a hyphen in a span of pages.
If you're citing an article or a publication that was originally issued in print form but that you
retrieved from an online database, you should type the online database name in italics. You do
not need to provide subscription information in addition to the database name.

Additional basic rules new to MLA 2016
New to MLA 2016:





For online sources, you should include a location to show readers where you found the source.
Many scholarly databases use a DOI (digital object identifier). Use a DOI in your citation if you
can; otherwise use a URL. Delete “http://” from URLs. The DOI or URL is usually the last
element in a citation and should be followed by a period.
All works cited entries end with a period.

Capitalization and punctuation



Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not capitalize articles (the, an),
prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the first word of the title or subtitle: Gone with the
Wind, The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose.
Use italics (instead of underlining) for titles of larger works (books, magazines) and quotation
marks for titles of shorter works (poems, articles)

Listing author names
Entries are listed alphabetically by the author's last name (or, for entire edited collections, editor
names). Author names are written last name first; middle names or middle initials follow the first
name:
Burke, Kenneth
Levy, David M.
Wallace, David Foster

Do not list titles (Dr., Sir, Saint, etc.) or degrees (PhD, MA, DDS, etc.) with names. A book listing an
author named "John Bigbrain, PhD" appears simply as "Bigbrain, John"; do, however, include suffixes

like "Jr." or "II." Putting it all together, a work by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. would be cited as "King,
Martin Luther, Jr." Here the suffix following the first or middle name and a comma.

More than one work by an author
If you have cited more than one work by a particular author, order the entries alphabetically by title,
and use three hyphens in place of the author's name for every entry after the first:
Burke, Kenneth. A Grammar of Motives. [...]
---. A Rhetoric of Motives. [...]

When an author or collection editor appears both as the sole author of a text and as the first author of
a group, list solo-author entries first:
Heller, Steven, ed. The Education of an E-Designer.
Heller, Steven, and Karen Pomeroy. Design Literacy: Understanding Graphic Design.

Work with no known author
Alphabetize works with no known author by their title; use a shortened version of the title in the
parenthetical citations in your paper. In this case, Boring Postcards USA has no known author:
Baudrillard, Jean. Simulacra and Simulations. [...]
Boring Postcards USA. [...]
Burke, Kenneth. A Rhetoric of Motives. [...]

Important Note on the Use of URLs in MLA
Include a URL or web address to help readers locate your sources. Because web addresses are not
static (i.e., they change often) and because documents sometimes appear in multiple places on the
web (e.g., on multiple databases), MLA encourages the use of citing containers such as Youtube,
JSTOR, Spotify, or Netflix in order to easily access and verify sources. However, MLA only requires the
www. address, so eliminate all https:// when citing URLs.
Many scholarly journal articles found in databases include a DOI (digital object identifier). If a DOI is
available, cite the DOI number instead of the URL.
Online newspapers and magazines sometimes include a “permalink,” which is a shortened, stable
version of a URL. Look for a “share” or “cite this” button to see if a source includes a permalink. If you
can find a permalink, use that instead of a URL.

Abbreviations Commonly Used with Electronic Sources
If page numbers are not available, use par. or pars. to denote paragraph numbers. Use these in place
of the p. or pp. abbreviation.

Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including Online
Databases)
Here are some common features you should try to find before citing electronic sources in MLA style.
Not every Web page will provide all of the following information. However, collect as much of the
following information as possible both for your citations and for your research notes:











Author and/or editor names (if available)
Article name in quotation marks.
Title of the website, project, or book in italics.
Any version numbers available, including editions (ed.), revisions, posting dates, volumes
(vol.), or issue numbers (no.).
Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date.
Take note of any page numbers (p. or pp.) or paragraph numbers (par. or pars.).
URL (without the https://) DOI or permalink.
Date you accessed the material (Date Accessed)—While not required, it is highly
recommended, especially when dealing with pages that change frequently or do not have a
visible copyright date.
Remember to cite containers after your regular citation. Examples of containers are collections
of short stories or poems, a television series, or even a website. A container is anything that is
a part of a larger body of works.

Use the following format:
Author. Title. Title of container (self contained if book), Other contributors (translators or editors),
Version (edition), Number (vol. and/or no.), Publisher, Publication Date, Location (pages, paragraphs
and/or URL, DOI or permalink). 2nd container’s title, Other contributors, Version, Number, Publisher,
Publication date, Location, Date of Access (if applicable).

Citing an Entire Web Site
It is a good idea to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, and information
available on one date may no longer be available later. When using the URL, be sure to include the
complete address for the site except for the https://.
Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number, Name of
institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation (if
available), URL, DOI or permalink. Date of access (if applicable).
The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008, owl.english.purdue.edu/owl.
Accessed 23 Apr. 2008.
Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. Purdue U, 28 Nov. 2003, www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/.
Accessed 10 May 2006.

Course or Department Websites
Give the instructor name. Then list the title of the course (or the school catalog designation for the
course) in italics. Give appropriate department and school names as well, following the course title.

Felluga, Dino. Survey of the Literature of England. Purdue U, Aug. 2006,
web.ics.purdue.edu/~felluga/241/241/Home.html. Accessed 31 May 2007.
English Department. Purdue U, 20 Apr. 2009, www.cla.purdue.edu/english/.

A Page on a Web Site
For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by the information
covered above for entire Web sites. If the publisher is the same as the website name, only list it once.
"Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview." WebMD, 25 Sept. 2014, www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/tc/athletesfoot-topic-overview.
Lundman, Susan. "How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727_make-vegetarian-chili.html.
Accessed 6 July 2015.

An Article in an Online Scholarly Journal
For all online scholarly journals, provide the author(s) name(s), the name of the article in quotation
marks, the title of the publication in italics, all volume and issue numbers, and the year of publication.
Include a URL, DOI, or permalink to help readers locate the source.
Article in an Online-only Scholarly Journal
MLA requires a page range for articles that appear in Scholarly Journals. If the journal you are citing
appears exclusively in an online format (i.e. there is no corresponding print publication) that does not
make use of page numbers, indicate the URL or other location information.
Dolby, Nadine. “Research in Youth Culture and Policy: Current Conditions and Future Directions.” Social Work and
Society: The International Online-Only Journal, vol. 6, no. 2, 2008, www.socwork.net/sws/article/view/60/362.
Accessed 20 May 2009.

